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Housing needs

Improving the health 
and wellbeing of people 

living in Scotland 

Rural population

Equality

Climate Change 

Biodiversity
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Spatial Strategy
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National Developments

@RTPIScotland
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• Plan-led approach to sustainable development 

• Global Climate emergency 

• Nature crisis 

• Human rights and equality

• Community wealth building 

• Design, quality and place 

National Planning Policy 
Handbook
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• 20 minute neighbourhoods 

• Infrastructure first 

• Quality homes 

• Sustainable travel and transport 

• Heat and cooling

• Blue and green infrastructure, play and sport 

• Sustainable flood risk and water management 

• Lifelong health, wellbeing and safety
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Policy 14: Health and wellbeing

a) Local development plans should aim to create vibrant, healthier and safe 

places and should seek to tackle health inequalities particularly in places which 

are experiencing the most disadvantage. 

b) Development proposals should not be supported where significant adverse 

health effects are likely to occur. A health impact assessment will be required for 

all proposed development that is considered likely to generate significant health 

effects or is within the categories of national developments, or major 

developments or is EIA development.

c) Development proposals that would have a significant adverse effect on air 

quality should not be supported.

d) Development proposals that would result in unacceptable levels of noise will not 

be supported. A noise impact assessment will be required where significant 

exposure to noise is likely to arise from the proposed development.

e) Development proposals for, or including, space or facilities for local community 

food growing and allotments should be supported.
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• Land and premises for business

• Sustainable tourism 

• Culture and creativity 

• Green energy

• Zero waste

• Sustainable aquaculture

• Minerals 

• Digital infrastructure

Productive Places



We want our places to support low carbon, healthier urban living.
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• City, town, commercial and local centres

• Historic assets and places 

• Urban edges and the green belt

• Vacant and derelict land and empty buildings 

• Rural places

• Natural places 

• Peat and carbon rich soils 

• Trees, woodland and forestry 

• Coasts
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Place

Place Standard
Community Wealth20 minute 

neighbourhoods



The Place Principle

“We commit to taking a collaborative, 

place-based approach with a shared 

purpose to support a clear way forward 

for all services, assets and 

investments which will maximise the 

impact of their combined resources.”
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Planning Act

Statutory Chief Planning Officer Digital Planning

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019

PART 1ZA: Purpose of planning

(1)The purpose of planning is to manage the 

development and use of land in the long term public 

interest.”

Purpose of Planning
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• Noise sensitive 

developments

• Changing Place 

Toilets

• Development Plan 

Gate check

Planning Act
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Defining Success

Outcome Based 

Performance Measurement

Future Generations

Planning Improvement 

Coordinator



Thank you 

craig.mclaren@rtpi.org.uk

@RTPIScotland


